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At the time of writing, Bambata is at large. Meanwhile, his followers
go on increasing. There is no knowing how all this will end.

What is our duty during these calamitous times in the Colony?
It is not for us to say whether the revolt of the Kaffirs is justified or
not. We are in Natal by virtue of British power. Our very existence de-
pends upon it. It is therefore our duty to render whatever help we
can. There was a discussion in the Press as to what part the Indian
community would play in the event of an actual war. We have already
declared in the English columns of this journal that the Indian commu-
nity is ready to play its part;1 and we believe what we did during the
Boer War should also be done now. That is, if the Government so de-
sires, we should raise an ambulance corps. We should also agree to
become permanent volunteers, if the Government is prepared to give
us the requisite training.

Such a step would be considered proper, even if we viewed it from
the standpoint of our own interests. The case of the twelve Kaffirs shows
us that whatever justice we may seek is to be had ultimately from the
local Government. The first step in trying to get it is to do our own
duty. The common people in this country keep themselves in readiness
for war. We, too, should contribute our share.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 14-4-1906

298. A THREAT TO HAWKERS

The Durban Town Council has passed a resolution calling upon the
Licensing Officer not to issue fresh licences to hawkers, and to reduce,
as far as practicable, the number of licences already in force, because
shop-keepers are adversely affected by the hawkers' trade. Hitherto the
Town Council issued confidential instructions to the Licensing Officer;
now it has openly told him what to do. This means that the Town
Council arrogates to itself the functions of both the lower and the
appellate courts.

Moreover, this order means that, no matter what inconveniences
the people may have to suffer, the interests of the shopkeepers must be
safeguarded. Some relief can be had only if a very strong struggle is
put up against such a regulation.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 14-4-1906

Vide "Indian Volunteering*', pp. 251-2.